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DAVID BUSHNELL PIERRE GIBAULT 
A Yale man, David comes from wealth and privilege but A rogue Jesuit priest exiled from the Quebec territory, the 
has put it all on the line for the cause. Servingin the Corps drumbeat of revolution burns in Pierre’s heart. He has set 


of Engineers, he helps to construct fortifications and aside his vestments and taken up the musket, sounding a 
has designed an experimental "sub-marine" vessel to call to arms that will help George Rogers Clark’s expedition 
sabotage the Royal Navy. to conquer the Old Northwest. 
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Though they are more at home in a lecture hall rather 
than the battlefield, a Scholar’s quick thinking and wide 
array of knowledge can devise creative solutions for the 
most difficult problems. Many adventurous academics, 
scientists, and engineers are eager to put their studies 
into practice, and some even come from abroad to offer 
their unique services to the Revolution. 


AGE or ENLIGHTENMENT 


In the 17th and 18th centuries, a new intellectual movement 
blossomed in Europe, which focused on rational thought, 
empiricism, and the pursuit of happiness as the basis for 
society, government, and law. A renewed interest in the 
sciences creates opportunities for Scholars, who are 
presented with new and exciting fields of study. 

Explorers and naturalists set out on voyages of discovery, 
mapping the seas and studying the flora and fauna of 
far off islands. The fields of botany and zoology become 
increasingly accessible, as opposed to hobbies for the 
rich. Chemists identify new elements, while others seek 
to understand the mysteries of electricity and magnetism. 
Philosophers concern themselves with human nature as 
doctors examine the body. Deists search for proof of God 
in nature and reason, and astronomers look to the sky. 


Tue Bounps or REASON 


The first North American colleges were established in 
New Spain in the 16th century, and since then, more have 
formed in the east, including Harvard, Yale, and King’s 
College. However, higher education is often limited to the 
wealthy. Some Scholars are self taught, but an academic 
life is a privilege. On Southern estates, tutors are hired 

to mold the children of planters in the style of British 
aristocracy. These students learn history, mathematics, 
and manners to prepare for university. 

Still, these American Scholars often clash with 
European academics. They must advance through the 
rigid academies of science to secure employment, and 
salons often exclude artists that they deem too radical. 
Jesuit priests expelled from New France struggle to 
establish schools and missions in the American frontier. 


DaRE To Know 


A true Scholar is not deterred by social barriers. The 
Library Company of Philadelphia, one of the first of its 
kind, allows members to buy "shares" and contribute 

to acommon fund to expand the collection. Scholars 
can also readily find knowledge in local coffeehouses, 
where the public gathers to discuss and debate the latest 
in philosophical ideas, scientific advancements, and 
political thought. 

In South Carolina, Martha Daniell Logan turns her 
love of nature into a career in botany, documenting local 
flora and contributing to a British and North American 
seed exchange. Largely self taught, the land surveyor and 
astronomer, Benjamin Banneker, authors a successful 
series of almanacs in spite of the racial discrimination he 
faces from publishers. 


CALL TO REVOLUTION 


Scholars look to the uncertain future with fascination and 
excitement. Cheap printers in every major city allow 
pamphlets and polemics to be distributed rapidly. The 
colonial world is abuzz with vigorous discussion, from 
Thomas Paine’s well-reasoned Common Sense to the fiery 
propaganda issued by Sam Adams and Paul Revere in 
favor of rebellion against tyranny. 

The possibility of a new nation presents America as a 
great social experiment—one that could put Enlightenment 
ideals of democracy and self-government into practice. The 
writings of John Locke, Daniel Rousseau, Montesquieu, and 
others have laid the foundation of what could become a nation 
of united states. As the principles of personal liberty spread, 
Scholars wonder what the brewing conflict will bring, and 
how much they must sacrifice to live up to their ideals. 


ScHOLAR TRAITS 


Your character’s traits represent your Scholarly aims. 

Ability Score Increase. Your Charisma score and 
your Intelligence score increase by 2. 

Heritage. Choose your heritage. Enlightenment 
knows no nation, and while many intellectuals hail from 
abroad, Scholars of all backgrounds have begun to study 
at American universities. 

Speed. Your walking speed is 30 feet. 

Rational Skepticism. You have advantage on saving 
throws you make to avoid or end the charmed condition 
on yourself. 

Careful Study. You are well learned and know how 
to apply your education to the task at hand. As a bonus 
action, you can add double your proficiency bonus (instead 
of your normal bonus) to an ability check using a skill or 
tool you are proficient in. If you use the Help action, you 
can grant this benefit to the creature you aid in addition to 
advantage on the ability check. After you use this trait, you 
can't use it again until you finish a short or long rest. 

Best Laid Plans. If you are not surprised when you 
roll initiative, you can immediately take the Ready action 
and write down the details in secret. You must write the 
circumstance that will trigger the plan, as well as the 
action you will take in response. This action can be used 
only to take the Cast a Gambit (with a target of self only), 
Help, Search, or Use an Object. 

When the conditions of your plan are met, you can take 
your reaction to act. If you do so, you must reveal what you 
wrote down at the start of the encounter. If you readied a 
gambit using this trait, the gambit isn't cast until you take 
your triggered reaction. After revealing a plan, you cannot 
use this trait again until you finish a long rest. 

Tool Curiosity. You gain proficiency with one tool of 
your choice. After 7 days of practice and research, you 
can replace the tool proficiency gained with this trait with 
a different tool proficiency you don't have. 

Cantrip. You know one cantrip of your choice from 
the firebrand gambit list. Your casting ability for this 
cantrip is Charisma. 

Language. You can speak, read, and write your heritage 
language, as well as any two languages of your choice. 
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Regions 


In North America, the peoples inhabiting the geographic 
regions along the Atlantic coast—from the cold north 

of Canada to the tropical warmth of the Caribbean—all 
played a role in the American Revolution. 


CANADA 


The Québécois are French speaking settlers of former 
New France. When the British took control of Canada 
following the French and Indian War, the Québécois 
suddenly found themselves living in a British system. 
The British gave religious freedom to Catholics, 
expanded the province's territory west, and allowed for 
French civil law in private matters. During the American 
Revolution, Congress attempts to sway the Québécois to 
their cause, though the majority of this population either 
sides with the British or remains neutral. 

The Wyandot originally inhabited the lands around 
Lake Ontario, and formed profitable trade relations with 
French fur traders. Conflicts with the Iroquois and white 
settlers eventually push the Wyandot south into Ohio 
Country, where they join forces with the British to wage 
war on Patriot settlers in the west. 

Since the early years of New France, European fur 
traders entered into marriages with women of Canada’s 
First Nations. Their children, the Métis, are generally 
raised in their mothers’ culture with a strong Catholic 
and European influence. The Métis form a vital bridge 
between the Europeans and indigenous tribes, and many 
find work as trappers or interpreters. 

During and after the Revolution, Quebec becomes a 
refuge for Loyalists, including Black Loyalists who are 
promised freedom by the British. 


New ENGLAND 


Largely founded by British Puritans, religious extremists 
who sought to build a utopia in the New World away from 
the clutches of the Crown, this region consists of the of 
the Thirteen Colonies. Though New England's puritanical 
fervor waned by the late 18th century, its self-sufficiency 
and resistance to British control remains strong. The 
Revolution began with protests led by the Sons of Liberty 
in Boston, and tensions there ultimately led to "the shot 
heard ‘round the world" at the Battles of Lexington and 
Concord. 

The Puritans were not the only religious group to seek 
refuge here. The Sephardim are Jewish immigrants who 
settled along the coast in the mid-17th century, establishing 
communities in Rhode Island and elsewhere. Many come 
from Portugal or Brazil following the expulsion of the 
Jewish population from the Iberian Peninsula. 

The Wabenaki Confederacy, formed from five major 
Algonquin-speaking nations—the Mi’kmag, Maliseet, 


Passamoquoddy, Abenaki, and Penobscot—inhabit the 
Province of Maine into Canada. Former French allies, the 
Wabenaki Confederacy have a long history of conflict with 
British colonists in New England. Even so, the Mi‘kmagq, 
Passamoquoddy, and Maliseet are the first nations to enter 
into an alliance with the newly formed United States, with the 
nations agreeing to send troops to support the Continental Army. 


Oxnio CouNTRY 


West of the Appalachian Mountains lies the highly contested 
Ohio Country, a vast region stretching as far north as Lake 
Erie and south to the borders of Virginia. The Ohio Country 
was originally under French rule, and many Québécois 
traders, missionaries, and voyageurs settled in the area. 

The Ohio Country came under British jurisdiction 
after the French and Indian War, though the Crown 
decided to set aside that land as an “Indian Reservation”. 
Settlement over the Appalachian Mountains is forbidden 
by the Proclamation of 1763, but many white colonists 
ignore the decree, putting them in conflict with the 
indigenous peoples of the region. 

These include the Council of Three Fires, an alliance 
of three Anishinaabe groups—the Ojibwe, Ottawa, and 
Potawatomi—as well as the Shawnee, a semi-migratory 
nation that finds itself at odds with both European 
colonists and the Iroquois Confederacy. The Shawnee 
largely side with the British during the Revolution in an 
attempt to push white settlers from their lands, though a 
minority faction lobby for neutrality. 


Mip-ATLANTIC 


The Dutch established the New Netherland colony, 
including New Amsterdam, later New York City, in the 
early 17th century. The commercial nature of the Dutch 
colony allowed for the immigration of different ethnic 
and religious groups in the region. Descendants of the 
original Dutch settlers remain in the colony, particularly 
in the Hudson River Valley, and are some of the 
wealthiest and most influential families in the region. 

Germans immigrated to the colonies en masse, primarily 
settling in Pennsylvania. These Pennsylvania Deutsch 
are especially valuable during the Revolutionary War, 
as many ethnic Germans are recruited to counter the 
Hessian mercenaries employed by the British Army. 

In upstate New York, the Six Nations of the centuries- 
old Iroquois Confederacy attempt to assert their 
sovereignty while dealing with a changing colonial 
landscape and influx of white settlers. While the tribes 
initially strive for neutrality in the war between the 
colonies and Great Britain, the Confederacy is soon 
divided, with the Mohawk, Onondaga, Seneca, and 
Cayuga joining forces with the British while the Oneida 
and Tuscarora ally with the Patriots. 
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TIDEWATER 


The middle southern colonies of Virginia, Delaware, 
Maryland, and North Carolina enjoy a more mild climate 
than the north, and are better suited for crop cultivation. 
Tobacco is a major export of the Tidewater region, and 
wealthy planters develop plantation complexes styled 
after the estates of British landed gentry. Much of this 
class is classically educated, and become some of the 
leaders at the forefront of the Revolution. Many of the 
lower class came to the colony as indentured servants, 
though the practice waned as the African slave trade 
became more popular in the region. 

West and Central Africans, predominantly Akan, 
Bantu, Mandé, and Yoruba peoples, are captured and 
taken to the British colonies to be sold as workers and 
servants. Most end up in the Middle and Southern 
colonies, though slavery is also practiced in the North. 
This system is part of the Triangle Trade, in which 
abducted Africans were sent to the Americas, plantation 
goods were shipped to the northern colonies and Europe, 
and European goods were brought to Africa. 

Scottish and particularly Seots-Irish migration to 
the colonies boomed in the mid-18th century. Many have 
settled throughout the middle and southern colonies, 
gravitating towards rural Appalachia where they act as a 
buffer between the British colonies and the indigenous 
tribes of the west. Loyalties between the Scottish population 
vary, with Highlanders largely siding with the British and 
Lowlanders and Scots-Irish favoring the Patriots. 


DeEep SoutTH 


Many of the wealthy members of Southern society are 
the children of Caribbean plantation owners, who settled 
in the Carolinas and Georgia to seek more land and 
financial opportunities. The Southern Colonies were 
therefore slave societies upon inception, and closely 
follow the plantation system of the Caribbean. 

Enslaved peoples in the Deep South are abducted 
from the same African nations as the populations taken 
to Tidewater. In many places, enslaved Black laborers 
greatly outnumber the white population, but the harsh 
laws of the colony prevent large-scale uprisings. The 
colonial government enacted laws which prohibit 
enslaved Africans from travel, assembly, and literacy. 
Those who attempt escape are viciously punished with 
beatings, dismemberment, or death. 

In South Carolina, the relative isolation from the white 
population for extended periods results in the creation of 
Gullah, a distinct culture which fuses West African traditions 
and language with colonial and indigenous influences. 

During the Revolutionary War, the British attempt to 
gain the support of the enslaved population by promising 
freedom to anyone who escapes and joins the British cause. 
Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens pushes for a similar 
Patriot program to bolster enlistment in the Continental 
Army. Many white colonials are reluctant to arm, and later 
free, Black men, and the project is constantly undermined. 

In the west, the Cherokee nation struggles to maintain 
their autonomy as white colonists increasingly push past 


eo 
THE CARIBBEAN 

| With their warm climates suited for large-scale 

; cultivation of sugarcane, the Caribbean islands 
have proven the most profitable settlements for 
European colonization. Life on plantations here is 
brutal and short for the enslaved workers, who often 
contract tropical diseases or are worked to death. 

In addition to many British, Spanish, and Dutch 
holdings, France has a substantial colony on Saint- 
Domingue (present-day Haiti). While the island's 
economy relies on slave labor, the colony formed 
a distinct class called gens de couleur libres, or 
free people of color. Some join provincial Haitian 
regiments and fight alongside French regulars 
during the American Revolution. 

The planters sometimes met resistance from 
escapees called Maroons, who organized several 
uprisings in the 17th and 18th centuries. The 
Jamaican Maroons established communities in 
the dense jungle that lived freely for a century. 


the Appalachian Mountains. The Cherokee inhabit towns 
throughout the frontiers of the Carolinas and Georgia, as 
well as present-day Tennessee and Alabama. During the 
Revolution, they find themselves in a tentative alliance 
with the British against Patriot squatters. 


GuLF Coast 


The vast territories of New Spain stretch from the Gulf Coast 
to the Pacific and into Central and South America, reflecting 
a centuries-old legacy of exploitation, trade, and conquest. In 
much of New Spain, marriage between European, Black, and 
Indigenous peoples is common. Their Ladino descendants 
are subjected to a segregated society, controlled by the 
Criollo children of white Spanish colonists. 

The Spanish took control of France’s Louisiana colony 
after the French and Indian War. The port city of New 
Orleans is home to a large population of former Acadien 
colonists, who were expelled from New France due to their 
resistance to British occupiers. New Orleans has a large 
and diverse community, bolstered by its access to the 
Mississippi and the interior waterways of the continent. 

The British control the sparsely populated colonies of East 
and West Florida, which changed hands several times in early 
colonial wars. Florida remains a Loyalist haven during the 
Revolution and does not join the Thirteen Colonies. Though 
the British have reintroduced slavery to the region, the 
swamps and bayous remain a haven for freedom seekers 
and others. 

Marriages form between formerly enslaved and free 
Black people and the Seminole people of Florida, and 
Afro-Seminoles establish their own communities near 
or within main Seminole settlements. The Seminole were 
themselves an offshoot of the Muskogee Confederacy, 

a loose tribal group including the Creek and Choctaw 
that inhabit the Georgia border. Though nominally neutral, 
some Muskogee fought alongside the British in order to 
curb Patriot incursions on their western territories. 


This is unofficial Fan Content permitted under the Fan Content Policy. Not approved/endorsed by Wizards. Portions of the materials used 
are property of Wizards of the Coast. ©Wizards of the Coast LLC. 


